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Water District Meeting



September 21, 2021 5:30 pm



MINUTES
Item
1) CALL WATER BOARD MEETING TO ORDER

· Welcome and Roll Call – Chairman Mark Reidhead welcomed all in attendance and called roll. Those in attendance were Board Members Bob Abercrombie, Ronny Rich, Jesse Danley, Andrew Ercanbrack, Secretaries Anissa McDonald, and Kaelyn Meyers. Board Member Jesse Danley was excused from the meeting.
· Prayer – Andrew Ercanbrack
· Pledge of Allegiance- Said by all in attendance.
2) RESOLUTION CANCELING ELECTIONS –
Chairman Mark Reidhead discussed resolution 2109-001 canceling 2021 election for Board Members. 
Motion made by Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack to approve Resolution 2109-001 election, 2nd by Board Member Bob Abercrombie.  All in favor.


YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead


Board Member Jesse Danley was excused.

3) NEW WATER CONNECTION – Deb Richards
Deb and Don Richards were in attendance asking about getting a water connection for their property by the Vet clinic on 484 N. 2500 E. It was suggested by Board Member Ronny Rich to limit the water connections to about 5 until spring to see what the water situation is at that time.  Board Member Bob Abercrombie stated that he agrees we can reevaluate in the spring. It was decided to grant the water approval for Deb and Don Richards.
Motion made by Board Member Bob Abercrombie to approve the water connection for Deb and Don Richards, 2nd by Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack.

Roll call vote was taken:

Board Member Ronny Rich -
- yea

Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack - - yea

Board Member Bob Abercrombie - - yea

Chairman Mark Reidhead - - yea
Board Member Jesse Danley was excused.

4) NEW WATER CONNECTION – Bennie Cifuentes
Bennie and Orlando Cifuentes were here to follow up on a water connection that they were previously awarded for a new home they are building located at approximately 2385 East 1000 North in Ballard.
Motion was made by Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack to approve the water connection for Bennie and Orlando Cifuentes, 2nd by Board Member Ronny Rich.  All in favor.


YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead




Board Member Jesse Danley was excused
5) WATER QUESTIONS – Larry Rasmussen
Larry Rasmussen was in attendance and asked the Water Board if by next summer he could get 3 or 4 water connections.  The Board told Mr. Rasmussen that the connections are $6,000 and with sewer the connection would be $9,000. Mr. Rasmussen said that he is looking at some property that might need to be subdivided, for a minor subdivision.  Chairman Mark Reidhead suggested to them to go to Planning and Zoning on October 6, for more information on subdividing. They would need to get the subdivision all complete and in the building stage before the connections can be purchased. 
6) WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – 
Secretary Anissa McDonald stated that there is a program thru UBAOG and the Department of Workforce Services that would assist low-income households with water and wastewater bills.  The program is being aligned with the HEAT program seasons and will be open for applications starting October 1, 2021 and will be open to the general public November 1, 2021.
This is a time-limited program that will end September 30, 2023.

7) WATER RATE DISCUSSION – 
We have had a public hearing with good comments from the residents of Ballard regarding what would be a fair increase for all residents of Ballard. We currently went after funding at CIB for a project and after researching the wells projects through ARPA which we would need to pay 20% out of pocket if that were to go through. 
At the public hearing it was discussed that a $10.00 base increase would just barely cover what we would need. After discussions it was decided by the public that we increase the base rate by $20.00 (and increase from $45.00 to $65.00). Chairman Mark Reidhead stated that the CIB hit us hard and stated that we were pretty low on the Magi and would like to see us raise our rates. Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack stated that the public’s input was to raise our base amount $20.00, and he agrees with that.
It was discussed that this would start in January 2022. Secretary Anissa McDonald was asked to make sure this was advertised with each billing so residents will be aware of the change.
Motion was made by Board Member Bob Abercrombie to raise the base rate for the Water District by $20.00, changing from $45.00 to $65.00 a month starting with the January billing, 2nd by Board Member Ronny Rich.  All in favor.


YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead




Board Member Jesse Danley was excused
8) ENGINEER UPDATE – 

Drought Conditions -- Craig Nebeker with CRS Engineers and Board Members had a discussion regarding the water issue and shortage for 2021. Ballard Water District is not exceeding the water that we are contracted to get from the tribe and therefore don’t anticipate any problems with our current contract. It was brought up that another option that we can add to our water sources could be the Victory Pipeline and this would be wheeled it thru Roosevelt. 
Craig Nebeker reported on the ARPA grants. Ashley Valley meeting stated that there were over 400 applicants that totaled around $4.1 billion. Craig stated that we have applied for $1.6 million to help with drilling the well.

Water Master Plan – Craig Nebeker with CRS reported that Ballard Water is now set up with Esri Agis on line. The tremble handheld device has been purchased as well. They are working on the GIS portion of this plan now.

Well Drilling -- Mark Chandler a geologist with CRS gave us a presentation regarding drilling a deep well for our uses. He stated that when the ARPA funding came out they were hoping that we would get more applications than what they had money, which they did. They are hoping to get funding for more applicants in the future. He went thru several things that might be helpful for us to be more aware of what is needed to drill a well. For air rotary which is best for our area, the cost for going down 700 Feet would be about $80,000 for a test well, and the well and well house would be around $800,000.
9) REVIEW & CORRECT MINUTES – 
· August 17, 2021

Motion was made by Board Member Bob Abercrombie to approve the Minutes of August 17, 2021 as corrected. 2nd by Board Member Ronny Rich. All in favor.


YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead


Board Member Jesse Danley was excused.

· August 31, 2021

Motion was made Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack to approve the minutes of August 31, 2021 as written, 2nd by Board Member Ronny Rich.  All in favor.



 YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead


Board Member Jesse Danley was excused
10) FOLLOW-UP ON PAST MINUTES – 
Nothing to follow up on.

11) FINANCES:  Checks, Statements, Reports and Budget
Check and Finances were gone over and approved.
12) ADJOURN WATER BOARD MEETING
Motion made by Board Member Ronny Rich to adjourn meeting at 7 pm, 2nd by Board Member Andrew Ercanbrack.  All in favor.



YEA


NAY


Board Members



Ronny Rich



Andrew Ercanbrack



Bob Abercrombie



Mark Reidhead


Board Member Jesse Danley was excused 

Chairman Mark Reidhead
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